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within the family of freedom.   But this is only a
suggestion, not to the public, but to you alone."

Throughout the war President Lincoln assumed
that the state organizations in the South were
illegal because disloyal and that new governments
must be established. But just at the close of the
war, probably carried away by feeling, he all but
recognized the Virginia Confederate Government
as competent to bring the State back into the
Union. While in Richmond on April 5, 1865, he
gave to Judge Campbell a statement of terms: the
national authority to be restored; no recession
on slavery by the Executive; hostile forces to dis-
band. The next day he notified General Wcitzel,
in command at Richmond, that he might permit
the Virginia Legislature to meet and withdraw
military and other support from the Confederacy.
But these measures met strong opposition in Wash-
ington, especially from Secretary Stanton and Sen-
ator Wade and other congressional leaders, and on
the llth of April Lincoln withdrew his permission
for the Legislature to meet. "I cannot go for-
ward, " he said, " with everybody opposed to me."
It was on the same day that he made his last
public speech, and Sumner, who was strongly op-
posed to his policy, remarked that "the President's